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Just sedation or 


6 


chemical restraint’? 


Kansas nursing homes’ reliance on mind-altering 


drugs can harm dementia patients, some say 


KEITH MYERS kmyers@kcstar.com 


Charlene Wagner of Olathe feels her husband, Allen, has been overmedicated with anti-psychotic drugs while in the hospital and nursing 


homes. Allen has Lewy Body Dementia and Parkinson’s disease. The photograph with his granddaughter was taken in about 2007. 


BY ANDY MARSO AND KELSEY RYAN 
The Kansas City Star 


Allen Wagner used to light up when 
his granddaughter entered the room, 
but when she visits him at his nursing 
home in Overland Park now, he hardly 
reacts. He’s sleepy and uncommuni- 
cative. 

He’s sedated. 

Wagner, 78, has Lewy Body De- 
mentia and Parkinson’s disease. But 
his wife, Charlene, said it’s hard to tell 
how much of his lethargy is due to that 
and how much is due to the anti-psy- 
chotic medications he was first given 
during an extended hospital stay and 


has continued taking in nursing homes. 


“Tve seen a change since he went to 
the nursing homes,” Charlene Wagner 
said. “Not because of the care. The 


care is good. I believe it’s the med- 
icines.” 

Anti-psychotics are contraindicated 
for people with dementia and include a 
U.S. Food and Drug Administration 
warning that they increase the risk of 
falls, strokes and other potentially fatal 
side effects. 

The federal government started 
tracking the off-label use of such medi- 
cations in nursing homes in 2011. Since 
then, Kansas has always ranked at or 
near the top in percentage of medicat- 
ed residents, suggesting there are thou- 
sands of residents in the state’s certi- 
fied nursing facilities who have been 
given drugs that aren’t medically in- 
dicated for them and could actually 
harm them. 

“There’s something about that 


SEE NURSING HOMES, 12A 
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THERE’S SOMETHING 
ABOUT THAT DEMENTIA 
COUPLED WITH THE 
ANTI-PSYCHOTICS. THIS IS 
NOT JUST US SAYING, ‘GEE, 
THAT'S NOT VERY GOOD, 
YOU'RE ROBBING THEM OF 
THEIR PERSONALITY, THEY 
WON'T TALK, THEY'RE NOT 
ACTIVE, ETC, ETC’ THIS IS 
HARDCORE. 


Margaret Farley, Kansas Advocates for 
Better Care 
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Sprint 
lease may 


be bad 
bargain 


BY MARK DAVIS 
mdavis@kcstar.com 


Ryan Moody was frustrated 
when his Sprint phone myste- 
riously stopped texting and 
calling. But that isn’t why he 
switched to Verizon before the 
week was out. 

Moody learned that Sprint 
had been charging him $20 a 
month to lease his phone — 
even though his lease had ex- 
pired in April. To stop the pay- 
ments, he had to give the phone 
back to Sprint, upgrade to a new 
phone with a new lease, or buy 
his current phone outright. 

And Sprint told Moody that 
none of the $140 in extended 
lease payments he had made 
since April would count toward 
the $77 he would have to pay to 
own the Samsung Galaxy S6. 

“Tt blows my mind that that’s 
legal,” said Moody, a 38-year- 
old Maryland resident. “They 
basically took $140 away from 
me because I’m naive.” 

Moody had contributed to 
what Sprint CEO Marcelo 
Claure calls “out-of-term reve- 
nue.” 

This is money that comes in 
from lease customers after 


SEE SPRINT, 17A 
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HIGH SCHOOL 
FOOTBALL CHAMPS 
DECIDED IN 
MISSOURI, KANSAS 


Blue Valley North beats 

Derby 49-42; Bishop Miege 
crushes Andale 47-7; Staley 
beats Pattonville 36-35. 9B 


MISSOURI 


FILLING VACANCIES 
ON STATE MEDICAL 
LICENSING BOARD 


Gov. Eric Greitens aiming 
for opioid abuse crackdown 
as he begins medical board 
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From the THE KANSAS CITY STAR 

Since you #readlocal, we thought you’d like to #shoplocal, 
too. We’re celebrating the holidays by supporting local small 
businesses across the country with shoptrending.com. It’s 
easy to find local favorites with shoptrending.com, for 
example, Idaho spud candy, Sonoma cheeses and chocolates, 


Kansas City prime rib, Kentucky bourbon barrel heads, North 
Carolina and Texas barbecue and Florida honey. Thanks for 
supporting local small businesses. 
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